132        HISTORY  OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

expeditionary work, had prevailed. Of course it is
always easy to criticise and to find fault; but it
certainly does seem as if expeditions in the past,
under faulty arrangements and this dual control, had
failed ; while present day ones, though showing greater
improvements in method, may be said to err on the
side of being unwieldy in size and over-elaborate in
arrangements, while far distant control of matters is
still also considered necessary.

In the case of this last expedition, 1911-12, the
tribes, in spite of their inflated idea of power, never
attempted to put up any fight against a large, slow-
moving force, knowing how futile their efforts would
have been ; which points to the correctness of the
statements of those who knew and those who were
with the force, namely, that one battalion of Military
Police with a backing of, say, two companies of
Goorkha regulars, could have rapidly done all punitive
work early, while roadmaking went on behind. As
soon then as opposition was over, probably in a fort-
night to three weeks, these Military Police and
Goorkhas would then have sufficed for escorts to the
survey parties which might then have ranged the
country.

These considerations surely point to the necessity
of the authorities with whom the final responsibility
as to what action in each case is to be taken must rest,
being supplied with the best and most reliable in-
formation, not only from the Civil authority, but also
from thoroughly qualified Military officers well
acquainted with all local conditions. Can it be said
that the recent withdrawal of the General Officer
Commanding and staff from the former Assam